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About this book 
This book aims to examine the role and status of 
sacred cities in the context of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals and associated 
cultural and sacred landscapes with an emphasis 
on awakening the more profound cultural sense in 
harmonising the world and enhancing religious and 
spiritual tourism—all in the frame of “Future of the 
Earth”. The book adds a new dimension of cultural 
understanding to the broad domain of emerging 
human geoscience, which is considered a platform 
for contributing to the role of holy-heritage cities 
towards sustainable development. The Chapters 
include contributions from Austria, Canada, China, 
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Korea, 
Lithuania, Sri Lanka, the UK, and the USA. 

Interfacing heritage cities and pilgrimages is a 
global concern in the contemporary world, covering 
many points of view on the common impacts of 
socio-economic-cultural and jurisprudence plan- 
ning, wellbeing, and related domains. Concerned 
with the complex interactions between develop- 
ment and environment, the aim is to seek paths and 
implications for framing sustainability in all social 
activities through the status and role of holy- 
heritage cities. 
Keywords: Holy-heritage City, Pilgrimage Places, 
Ritual Landscapes, Heritagisation, Sacredscapes, 
Landscape/Regional and Urban Planning. 
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Reviews 
 

“As many essays in this book examine, striking a proper balance between the “tourist” and 

“pilgrim” uses of sacred sites remains a major concern, particularly in urban contexts.” 

(Prof. Francesco Bandarin, (ex) Director, UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Paris) 

 
“This book is a masterpiece that illuminates the multitude of relationships between sacred space, 

urban environments, religious heritage, and pilgrimages.” 

(Prof. Dallen J. Timothy, Arizona State University, Phoenix, USA) 
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“The book, genuinely an important collection of papers, has focussed on the interrelationship, 

interaction, and transformations in sacred heritage and pilgrimages in cities.” 

(Prof. Rima Hooja, President, ICOMOS India, SPA- New Delhi, India) 

“This book, the first of its kind, paves a solid path for understanding the interfaces between sacred 

heritage and pilgrimages in cities, which will help to strengthen cultural sustainability.” 

(Emer. Prof. Taigen Hashimoto, Indology, Toyo University, Tokyo, Japan) 

About the editors 
 

Prof. Rana P.B. Singh (b. 1950), former Professor of Cultural Landscapes & Heritage Studies at 

Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (India), is President (Asia): RWYC, Reconnecting With 

Your Culture. For around 50 years, he has been researching in the fields of Cultural 

Landscapes, Sacredscapes and pilgrimage studies, heritage sites & culture, and did field 

studies in Japan, Sweden, Italy, Korea, China, and India; and has delivered special lectures and 

seminars 79 times in different parts of the world (25 countries). He is the founding President 

of ‘Rana Foundation for Cultural Heritage’ (Varanasi, India). His publications include 345 

papers and 45 books & anthologies. Email: ranapbs@gmail.com 

Prof. Olimpia Niglio (b. 1970), Professor of Architectural Restoration & Cultural Heritage, the 

University of Pavia (Italy), and a permanent Visiting Professor—Civil and Environmental 

Engineering, Hosei University, Tokyo. She is President (Global): RWYC, Reconnecting With 
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